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Tolkien's C alendar &  Ithildin
R hona B eare
On th e  p ro g ram  "Now R ead O n ," BBC R a d io  4 ,
16 D ecem ber 1 9 7 0 , T o lk ie n  s a id  th e  m oons and  
s u n s e ts  o f  T he L o rd  o f  th e  R in g s  w ere  ta k e n  
fro m  th e  c a le n d a r  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  y e a r .  "T he 
m oons I  th in k  f i n a l l y  w ere  th e  m oons an d  su n ­
s e t s  w orked  o u t a s  th e y  w ere  in  t h i s  p a r t  o f  
th e  w o rld  in  1 9 4 2 ."  I  h a v e  c h e c k e d  in  b a c k  
num bers o f  W h ita k e r 's  A lm anac, and  1942 d o e s 
n o t s u i t .  I  th in k  T o lk ie n  u se d  1944 f o r  th e  
y e a r  in  w h ich  F ro d o  l e f t  th e  S h ir e , and  1945 
( i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  th e  y e a r  o f  H i t l e r 's  s u ic id e )  
f o r  S a u ro n 's  f a l l .  I n  1 9 4 4 , w hen h e  f i r s t  
w ro te  o f  F r o d o 's  jo u rn e y  th ro u g h  I t h i l i e n ,  h e  
w as n o t u s in g  a c a le n d a r . He em ployed  o n e  a 
c o u p le  o f  y e a r s  l a t e r  w hen r e v i s in g ;  t h i s  i s  
w h a t h e  m eans b y  " f i n a l l y ” . By " t h i s  p a r t  o f  
th e  w o rld "  h e  may h a v e  m ean t O x fo rd  o r  L ondon . 
I t  i s  n o t o n ly  th e  f u l l  m oons an d  s u n s e ts  t h a t  
come from  th e  A lm anac; M ars an d  V enus may come 
fro m  i t  to o , an d  i t  w as i n  1945 t h a t  B i lb o 's  
b i r th d a y  f e l l  on a T h u rsd a y . (H is b i r th d a y  i s  
on  H a lim a th  2 2 , b u t  H a lim a th  b e g in s  n e a r ly  te n  
d a y s  e a r l i e r  th a n  m odern  S e p te m b e r; th e r e f o r e  
S h ire -S e p te m b e r  22 = m odern  S ep tem b er 1 3 .)  I n  
O c to b e r and  N ovem ber o f  1944 M ars w as an  e v e ­
n in g  s t a r ,  c lo s e  t o  th e  su n  an d  low  in  th e  
s o u th . W h ita k e r s a y s  i t  w as u n s u i ta b le  f o r  
o b s e r v a t io n , w h ich  p ro b a b ly  m eans t h a t  th e  su n ­
s e t  g low  h ad  n o t fa d e d , so  t h a t  M ars w as to o  
f a i n t  to  b e  n o t i c e a b le .  S t i l l ,  i t  was  a b o v e  
th e  h o r iz o n , an d  in  th e  s o u th , so  i t  may b e  
w h a t T o lk ie n  R e f e r s  t o  w hen h e  s a y s  t h a t  a 
f o r t n i g h t  a f t e r  th e  C o u n c il o f  E lro n d  F ro d o  
saw  a re d  s t a r :  "Low in  th e  S o u th  o n e  s t a r
sh o n e  r e d . E v e ry  n ig h t ,  a s  th e  ( H u n te r 's )  Moon 
w aned a g a in , i t  sh o n e  b r i g h t e r . "  V enus w as an  
e v e n in g  s t a r  in  F e b ru a ry  an d  M arch 1 9 4 5 , th e  
p e r io d  in  w h ich  F ro d o  saw  E a r e n d il  o n e  e v e n in g  
i n  L o r ie n , and  Sam saw  fro m  th e  M o rg ai a s t a r  
in  th e  w e s t a f t e r  s u n s e t ,  a s t a r  t h a t  g a v e  him  
h o p e . ( E a re n d il  w as c a l l e d  G i l - E s t e l ,  th e  
s t a r  o f  h o p e .)  W h ita k e r s a y s  t h a t  in  F e b ru a ry  
V enus w as " su p e rb ." ; i t  c o u ld  b e  s e e n  ev en  b y  
d a y l ig h t  f o r  th e  w h o le  o f  M arch , and  re a c h e d  
i t s  g r e a t e s t  b r i l l i a n c e  on  M arch 1 0 .  V enus 
w o u ld  b e  b r ig h t  enough  to  th ro w  a sh ad o w . On 
S h ir e -F e b ru a ry  14 (m odern  F e b ru a ry  4) th e  moon 
(w h ich  w as w an in g ) d id  n o t r i s e  t i l l  a b o u t 
m id n ig h t, and  i t s  a b s e n c e  w o u ld  m ake th e  E ve­
n in g  S ta r  seem  ev e n  b r i g h t e r .  I n  th e  g a rd e n  
o f  G a la d r ie l  " E a r e n d il , th e  E v e n in g  S ta r ,  m ost 
b e lo v e d  o f  th e  E lv e s , sh o n e  c l e a r  a b o v e . So 
b r i g h t  w as i t  t h a t  th e  f ig u r e  o f  th e  E lv e n -  
la d y  c a s t  a dim  shadow  on th e  g ro u n d . I t s  
r a y s  g la n c e d  upon  a  r in g  a b o u t h e r  f i n g e r ."
On m odern  M arch 7 (S h ire -M a rc h  1 5 ) , th r e e  d ay s 
b e f o r e  V enus re a c h e d  i t s  g r e a t e s t  b r i l l i a n c e ,  
Sam a p p a r e n tly  saw  i t  from  th e  M o rg a i. " F a r 
ab o v e  th e  E p h e l D u ath  in  th e  W est th e  n ig h t -
sk y  w as s t i l l  dim  an d  p a le .  T h e re ...S a m  saw  
a w h ite  s t a r  tw in k le  f o r  a  w h ile . The b e a u ty  
o f  i t  sm o te  h i s  h e a r t . . . a n d  h o p e  r e tu r n e d  to  
h im . "
B a rb a ra  S tra c h e y  d id  n o t u s e  th e s e  C a le n ­
d a r s  f o r  J o u rn e y s  o f  F ro d o , b u t  my f in d in g s  
an d  h e r s  ag ree -, w ith  a  m a rg in  o f  e r r o r  o f  one 
d a y .
A New Moon i s  a  t h i n  c r e s c e n t  t h a t  s e t s  
l e s s  th a n  a n  h o u r a f t e r  s u n s e t .  The w ax in g  
moon a lw a y s  r i s e s  by  day  an d  s e t s  b e f o r e  su n ­
r i s e ;  th e  w an in g  moon r i s e s  by  n ig h t  and  s e t s  
a f t e r  s u n r i s e .  When F ro d o  in  th e  h o u se  o f  Tom 
B o m b ad il d re a m t t h a t  by  th e  l i g h t  o f  a young 
moon h e  saw  G a n d a lf  e s c a p e  from  O rth a n c , t h i s  
w as a f a n t a s t i c  dream -m oon; i t  w as w ax in g , and  
y e t  h e  saw  i t  r i s e  b y  n ig h t .  The moon a c tu a l ­
ly  s h in in g  a s  h e  s l e p t  w as e i t h e r  a New Moon 
o r  a b ra n d  new c r e s c e n t ;  b o th  th e s e  s e t  l e s s  
th a n  an  h o u r a f t e r  s u n s e t .  G a n d a lf ' s  e s c a p e  
to o k  p la c e , a s  h e  s a y s  a t  th e  C o u n c il o f  E l­
ro n d , on  a " n ig h t  o f  moon" i . e .  a n ig h t  w ith  
s e v e r a l  h o u rs  o f  b r ig h t  m o o n lig h t. B a rb a ra  
S tra c h e y  c a l c u l a t e s  t h a t  i t  w as h a l f  f u l l  and  
w a n in g ; t h i s  a g re e s  w ith  th e  1944 C a le n d a r .
I t  w as S h ire -S e p te m b e r  1 8 , m odern  S ep tem b er 9 ; 
th e  moon r o s e  a b o u t m id n ig h t, and  w as h ig h  in  
th e  sk y  w hen G w a ih ir re a c h e d  O rth a n c , p e rh a p s  
3 a .m . I  re c k o n  t h a t  i t  w ou ld  ta k e  G w a ih ir 
o n ly  an  h o u r  o r  tw o to  c a r r y  G a n d a lf to  E d o r- 
a s ,  i f  h e  f le w  a s  f a s t  a s  a  w in g ed  N a z g u l.
The 1944 C a le n d a r
The H a rv e s t Moon i s  th e  f u l l  moon c l o s e s t  
t o  th e  A utum n E q u in o x . The fo llo w in g  f u l l  
moon i s  th e  H u n te r 's  Moon, an d  f e l l  on O c to ­
b e r  31 in  1 9 44 , w h ich  i s  S h ire -N o v em b er 10 , a 
f o r t n i g h t  a f t e r  th e  C o u n c il o f  E lro n d : ,A u t-
umn w as w an in g  f a s t . . .T h e  H u n te r 's  Moon w axed 
ro u n d  in  th e  n ig h t  s k y " .
O ur D ecem ber 29 i s  in  th e  S h ir e  C a le n d a r 
A f te r y u le  7 , S h ir e - J a n u a r y  7 . T he Company 
re a c h e d  H o ll in  th e  fo llo w in g  d a y , and  th e  moon 
w as f u l l .  S au ro n  w as o v e rth ro w n  on S h ir e -  
M arch 2 5 , m odern  M arch 1 7 .
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T he 1945 C a le n d a r
N o t ic e  t h a t  t h e  " d r e a d f u l  n i g h t f a l l ” ( S h i r e -  
M arch 22) w as m o d ern  M arch 1 4 , a New Moon; t h e  
t h i n  c r e s c e n t  s e t  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  s u n , so  t h a t  
i t  w as a m o o n le s s  n i g h t .
O nce o r  tw ic e  T o lk i e n  i g n o r e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  S h i r e  m o n th  b e g i n s  t e n  d a y s  e a r l i e r  t h a n  
o u r s ;  h e  s a y s  h e  c h o s e  D ecem ber 25 f o r  t h e  s e t ­
t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  Company fro m  R i v e n d e l l  b e c a u s e  
D ecem ber 25 i s  C h r i s tm a s  D ay. H as an y b o d y  
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  Q u e s t  i s  f u l f i l l e d  on  
M arch 2 5 , an d  i n  o u r  m odern  C a le n d a r s  M arch  25 
i s  t h e  F e a s t  o f  t h e  A n n u n c ia t io n ?
ITHILDIN
I n  Th e L o rd  o f  t h e  R in g s , t h e  c h a p t e r  d e ­
s c r i b i n g  F r o d o 's  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  W est G a te s  o f  
M o ria  i s  e n t i t l e d  "A J o u r n e y  i n  t h e  D a r k ."  The 
N in e  W a lk e rs  r e a c h e d  t h e  l a k e  o u t s i d e  t h e  g a t e s  
w hen " c o ld  s t a r s  w e re  g l i n t i n g  i n  t h e  sk y  h ig h  
a b o v e  t h e  s u n s e t , " w aded  th r o u g h  a c r e e k  a t  i t s  
n o r t h e r n  en d  a s  " t h e  l a s t  g le a m s  o f  t h e  s u n s e t  
w e re  v e i l e d  i n  c lo u d "  an d  w a lk e d  a m i l e  s o u th ­
w a rd s  t o  r e a c h  t h e  tw o  t a l l  h o l l y  t r e e s  j u s t  
o u t s i d e - t h e  i n v i s i b l e  d o o r s .  G a n d a lf  p a s s e d  
h i s  h a n d s  t o  a n d  f r o  o v e r  t h e  sm o o th  f a c e  o f  
t h e  c l i f f ,  m u t t e r i n g  a s p e l l ,  an d  t h e  w e s t  
d o o r s  o f  M o ria  becam e v i s i b l e .
T he Moon now s h o n e  upon  t h e  g r e y  f a c e  o f  
t h e  r o c k ;  b u t  t h e y  c o u ld  s e e  n o th in g  e l s e  
f o r  a w h i l e .  T h en  s lo w ly  on  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  
w h e re  t h e  w i z a r d 's  h a n d s  h a d  p a s s e d ,  f a i n t  
l i n e s  a p p e a r e d ,  l i k e  s l e n d e r  v e i n s  o f  s i l ­
v e r  r u n n in g  i n  t h e  s t o n e .  A t f i r s t  t h e y  
w e re  no m ore  t h a n  p a l e  g o s s a m e r - th r e a d s ,  
so  f i n e  t h a t  t h e y  o n ly  tw in k le d  f i t f u l l y  
w h e re  t h e  Moon c a u g h t  th e m .
G a n d a l f  e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e y  w e re  "w ro u g h t o f  
i t h i l d i n  t h a t  m i r r o r s  o n ly  s t a r l i g h t  a n d  moon­
l i g h t " .  S in c e  t h e  c l i f f  f a c e s  w e s t ,  a n d  t h e  
Moon i s  s h i n i n g  o n  i t ,  t h e  Moon m u s t h a v e  
p a s s e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  o f  i t s  jo u r n e y  a n d  was 
b e g in n in g  i t s  d e s c e n t  t o  t h e  w e s t .  Y e t  w hen 
t h e  Company h a s  j o u r n e y e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  M in es a n d  G a n d a lf  p r o p o s e s  a  h a l t ,  
h e  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  Moon h a s  o n ly  j u s t  b e g u n  
i t s  d e s c e n t .  "We h a d  b e t t e r  h a l t  h e r e  f o r  
w h a t i s  l e f t  o f  t h e  n i g h t . . .T h e  l a t e  Moon i s  
r i d i n g  w e s tw a rd  an d  t h e  m i d d l e - n i g h t  h a s  
p a s s e d . "
B a r b a r a  S t r a c h e y  w o rk ed  o u t  t h e  p h a s e s  o f  
t h e  Moon f o r  h e r  J o u r n e y s  o f  F ro d o . Map 18 
show s t h a t  t h e  Moon w as w a n in g  w hen t h e  Com­
p a n y  r e a c h e d  t h e  w e s t  d o o r s  o f  M o r ia .  I t  w as 
J a n u a r y  13 b y  S h i r e  R e c k o n in g , i . e .  A f t e r y u l e  
1 3 , w h ic h  by  t h e  m odern. C a le n d a r  i s  J a n u a r y  4 .  
A w a n in g  Moon r i s e s  a f t e r  s u n s e t  an d  s e t s  
a f t e r  s u n r i s e ;  i t  c o u ld  n o t  p o s s i b l y  s h i n e  on 
t h e  w e s t  d o o r s  o f  M o ria  a n  h o u r  o r  tw o a f t e r  
s u n s e t .  S in c e  t h e  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  Moon f o r  t h e  
y e a r  o f  S a u r o n 's  f a l l  a r e  ( w i th  a  m a rg in  o f  
e r r o r  o f  o n e  d ay ) t h e  sam e a s  t h o s e  o f  1 9 4 5 , 
t h e  y e a r  o f  H i t l e r ' s  f a l l ,  we c a n  u s e  W h it­
a k e r '  s  A lm anac f o r  1945 ( th o u g h  t h e  l a t i t u d e  
i s  w rong) t o  s e e  w hen t h e  Moon r o s e  an d  s e t  
on  J a n u a r y  4 ( A f t e r y u l e  1 3 ) .  I t  r o s e  6^ 
h o u r s  a f t e r  s u n s e t ,  a n d  s e t  3% h o u r s  a f t e r  
s u n r i s e .
I t h i l d i n  r e f l e c t s  s t a r l i g h t  a s  w e l l  a s  moon­
l i g h t ;  b u t  t h e  s t a r l i g h t  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  b e  u n ­
u s u a l l y  b r i g h t  f o r  F ro d o  t o  rem em ber i t  a s  
m o o n l ig h t .  From "T he M i r r o r  o f  G a l a d r i e l "  we 
l e a r n  t h a t  E a r e n d i l  t h e  E v e n in g  S t a r  w as s h i n ­
in g  o n  S o lm a th  14 , w h ic h  b y  o u r  C a le n d a r  i s  
F e b r u a r y  4 .  W h ita k e r  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  V enus w as 
a n  e v e n in g  s t a r  i n  J a n u a r y  a s  w e l l  a s  F e b r u a r y  
o f  1 9 4 5 .
G andalf and Jo se p h  M ad len e r con tinued  f ro m  page 22
I t  now seems c le a r  to  me th a t  Tolkien did not 
see the postcard  on the wrapper of which he l a t e r  
wrote 'O rig in  of G andalf' before the la te  tw en tie s . 
Perhaps he got i t - - o r  the l i t t l e  fo ld e r  Miss Madlener 
re fe rre d  to - -a s  a p resen t from somebody who was to u r­
ing the co n tin en t a t  th a t  tim e. I f  th a t  surmise is  
c o r re c t ,  the  model fo r  the  outward appearance of the 
wizard came before the  p ro fe s s o r 's  eyes a t  about the 
time when he began to  t e l l  h is ch ild ren  the s to r ie s  
th a t  ev en tu a lly  became The H obbit.
But a re  th e re  any copies of the postcard  l e f t  
and, most im portan t, where did the o rig in a l p a in tin g  
g e t to? U nfortunate ly , I was not ab le  to  tra c e  any 
more copies a p a r t from the one among the Tolkien 
papers and one in  the possession o f the a r t i s t ' s  
daughter, w ith which she does not want to p a r t ,  
understandably enough. Where would you look fo r  an 
obscure postcard  reproduction  made h a lf  a century ago? 
The p u b lish e r, Ackermann Verlag Munchen, seems to  be 
no longer in  e x i s t e n c e ~ i t  is  not id e n tic a l with 
to d ay 's  F.A.Ackermanns Kunstverlag in  Munich.
As fo r  the o r ig in a l ,  nobody has the s l ig h te s t  
idea as to  i t s  whereabouts. I t  might have perished 
somewhere in World War I I ,  but on the o th e r hand 
th e re  is  a chance th a t  i t  might b e --o f  a l l  p lace s— 
in America: At the  time when he pain ted  Per B erggeist 
Madlener sold a number of h is  works to  th e  U .S ., fo r  
q u ite  su b s ta n tia l sums. Perhaps i t  fs 'hang ing  on some 
American living-room  wall or catch ing  d ust in some­
o n e 's  a t t i c ,  unhonoured and unrecognized fo r  what 
i t  i s .
So keep your eyes open--you m ight recover a lo s t  
t re a su re . In o rd er th a t  you know what to  look fo r  I 
have provided a rough sk e tch . (The measurements of the 
o rig in a l are  50 by 60 or 70 c e n tim e te rs ) . For the 
lim ited  success of the execution I crave the indulgence 
o f the a r t i s t s  and i l l u s t r a t o r s  among the readers of 
M ythlore.
